Che 


A FORTNIGHTLY PUBLICATION. 


FOR THE PROMOTION OF THE SPIRITUAL AND GENERAL WELFARE OF THE JEWS, BY THE DISSEMINATION OF INTELLIGENCE 
ON SUBJECTS AFFECTING THOSE INTERESTS, AND BY THE ADVOCACY AND DEFENCE OF THEIR RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS. 


“Chou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed.”—Vocation of the Jews. Gen. xxviii. 14. 


No. 19.] 


LONDON, OF TAMUZ, A.M. 5602.—10TH JUNE, 1842. 


The best features of the jot “5D “ Jewisn Curonicuie” will henceforward appear in the ** Voice of Jacob,” in consequence 


[Price 2d. 


of the Editor of the former periodical having, together with its principal contributors, become attached to this paper. 


CONTENTS. 


Is the Oral Law of Divine Origin, and therefore binding upon the Jews. 

Dissertation on the Portion Mp. 

MiscELLANBOUS INTELLIGENCRE.—Jews’ Free School, Public Examination.— 
Thanksgiving in the Synagogue on her Majesty’s Recent Escape.—‘ Jews 
and Infidels.’""—-Unworthy Prejudices Yielding to the Jewish Press.—Scriptural 
Expositions—on the 

ForgiGN AND CoLontraL INTELLIGENCE.—Mendelssohn’s House.—Hamburgh Jews 


ANNOUNCEMENT. 


A Second Edition of Number One of this _ periodical 
having been rather extensively called for, the proprietor has 
consented to incur the expense of a reprint. It will be 
published on Friday 17th June. Orders are to be sent in 
previously, either for No. 1 or for complete sets; a limited 
number of which can now be had.—Vide notice to Country 
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IS THE ORAL LAW OF DIVINE ORIGIN, AND 
THEREFORE BINDING UPON THE JEWS? 


As one portion of the plan of the “‘ Voice of Jacob,” is to de- 
fend Judaism from the attacks made upon it, we shall offer no 
apology to our readers, for dwelling, at some length, on a 
subject which is of vital importance to our religion: we allude 


‘toa pamphlet lately published, contesting the Divinity of the 


Oral Law. Favorable to discussion, ‘‘ through which truth is 
elicited,” we entertain the greatest dislike for bitterness of 
expression; our readers will therefore judge with what reluc- 
tance we find ourselves compelled to adopt a line of conduct 
repulsive to us, but which is forced upon us by the tone adopted 
by the author of the above-named pamphlet, who casts worse 
(hide wa on Judaism, than even Hisenmenger himself did. 


ide pamphlet, pp. 64 and 65.) 
When men, in arguing against the convictions of others, for- 
get the dignity which should always accompany such contests ;_ 
when they do not shrink from insulting the shades of those, 
upon Whom we are used to look with reverence and awe (and 
the insult against whom wounds deeper than if directed against 
ourselves); and when, instead of treating their subject Abstractedly 
(as questions on principles must always be treated,) they indulge 
in personalities and invective, then, certainly, there is no way 
left, but to repel them with the same weapons with which 
they attack, since they are so callous as not to be penetrable 
by other arms; then certainly must we follow the advice of 


the wisest of men, who said india 
(Prov. xxvi, 17.) There are also still other considerations which 
(mpel us to employ the language of our author. It seems that 
some of these gentlemen seduced by the shewy title of aso 
called « Reformation,” think, as at the time of Luther, to 
employ the shafts of ridicule and scoffing ; we think it therefore 
needful to show, that they possess, even in this respect, no 
Vantage over orthodox Jews, since we also know how to 
e such weapons: to turn these against themselves, 
Re no difficult task, for the seceders possess nothing of that 
‘former but his violence, without being backed by the 
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profonnd learning or the cool judgmeent of a Melancthon. In 
fact, this attempt to combat with the weapons of a Luther and 
his .coadjutors, is equivalent to the efforts of a child 
to wield the club of Hercules. ‘To judge from the head- 
strong conduct of the ultras of the secession congre- 


gation, this publication will not be their last if; the impro-— 


priety of their style, therefore, be not made, as it were, palpable 
to them, we are afraid their temerity would go so far as to 
induce them to change their publications into vocabularies of 
abuse; hence we think, that a little correction will not do 
any harm. We have said the ultras, distinguishing these from 
the rest of the congregation, because we have no doubt that 
many of the body are not less indignant at this disgraceful 
language, than the orthodox Jews. We, moreover, are con- 
vinced, that they think with Addison, “an indiscreet man is 
more hurtful than an ill-natured one ;” or such a one may say 
of this body, ‘“‘may God keep me from my friends; as for 
my enemies, I shall always protect myself against them.” 

It appears to us, that the pamphlet under consideration, may 
be divided into three distinct heads: the first, comprehends all 
personalities and tirades of abuse, destitute of even the colour 
of argument, such as the expressions ‘‘ absurd, arrogance, ca- 
price, dark-minded despotism, folly, iniquitous insensibility, 
misrepresentation, nonsense, Oppressive perversion, quibbling, 
ridicule, sacrilegious sophistry, superstition, tyrannical, wicked 
&e. &c.;’’ and which, as they do not serve to give weight to 
the author's doctrines, might as well have been omitted; un- 
less, indeed, he thought that by inserting them, as spices, into 
his phrases, he might render them more piquant. Ifsuch was 
his intention, we cannot refrain from congratulating him on 
the sagacity, with which he artificially stimulated the natural 
insipidity of his remarks, as we deduce therefrom, that at 
least, he was cognizant of their real intrinsic merits. The 
second’ head comprehends all those assertions, which “ our 
author” has been pleased to call arguments, and which aim at. 
refuting certain points in the publication that proves the divi- 
nity of the Oral Law. As these pseudo-arguments are doubt- 
less the creations of our author’s own brain, he has an in. 
contestible right to them as his own property, and may 
dignify them with what high-sounding titles he pleases; as a 
man might style a pebble, in his possession, a diamond. We 
shall therefore not dispute with him about a property so 
acquired, though we have some doubt whether the public willbe so 
easily imposed upon by dazzling appearances. The third head 
consists of all those statements, which, being destitute ofeven suffi- 
cient to constitute them arguments, even in the eyes of our author 
himself, appear to have been inserted merely to swell the number 
of his pages:—as if quantity were equivalent to quality. Having 
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titled maypy Sy3, and which teems with superstitious an 


thus superficially summed up the work, we shall now enter 
somewhat more into detail. It would appear, that the writer of 
the arguments in favour of the Divinity of the Oral Law, has 
drawn on himself the irreconcileable anger of this opponent of 
Judaism, by the awful crime of being ‘ superstitious’ enough 
to advocate so monstrous an absurdity. But why is our author 
s> shallow, why does he stop at the surface? What avails it to 
annihilate the compiler, merely of others’ opinions, so long as 
he does not crush those whose sentiments have been thus 
again laid before the public. He ought at least to have known, 
that this is not the first time “such uncertain, delusive, un- 


merciful, cruel, foolish, and superstitious doctrines,” 


(we are indebted to our author for this beautiful climax— 
suum cuique,) have been promulgated. Perhaps we have been 
induced into error by the obscure works of a certain unknown 
individual, named Mendelssohn ; and it would be easy to quote 
instances from his ‘‘ blasphemous and dark” work, entitled 
‘“‘Jerusalem:’ * Mendelssohn, in his turn, was _ perhaps 
led into error, by the dark works of a certain ignorant Don 
Isaac Abarbanel, who, in his commentary on a very stu- 
pid book called may probably have expressed 
similar ideas. ‘That this man was really a fool, we think, it 
will not be difficult for our author to prove; for Bartholoccio 
and Wolf tell us, that barbanel left his property, his country, 
and all the enjoyments of a happy life, rather than give up a 
religion which “‘teems with absurdities,” and borders on 
‘‘heathenism” Our author must needs, for consistency’s sake, 
acknowledge, that nothing short of insensibility could have 
induced Abarbanel to cling, with such tenacity, to his religious 
tenets: (we shall hereafter take an opportunity of giving his 
views, in his own words.) _dbarbanel, in his turn, was per- 
haps misguided by the opinions of an unknown man, called 
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It. Joseph Aldo, as down in a book of very little 


views ; specimens of these may be seen in the English trans- 
lation of the work, by the ev. AZ. J. Raphail, ome in 
the Hebrem Review. Albo perhaps gathered these * erro- 
neous and silly opinions of a heathen age,” (for this nomen- 
clature we are indebted to our author,) from one of his 
fellow-countrymen, an individual upon whom Jews -look with 


shame and contempt; we allude to the mean-thinking, narrow- | 


minded Maimonides, who, in his works, especially in his two 
principal productions, Yad Hachazaka and Moreh Nebuchim, 
propagates the “ absurdity,’ of believing in the Divinity of the 
Oral Law.t | 


* “Hence, there were but few written laws; nor were even these 
goite intelligible, without oral instruction and tradition; and it was 
orbidden to write more on them. Whereas the unwritten laws, the 
living instructions of man to man, from the mouth to the heart, were to 
explain, enlarge, restrict, and more particularly to determine, what, for 
wise purposes, and with wise moderation, was left: undetermined in the 
written law, &c.’’—See Mr, Samuel's Translation, page 139. 

+ “All precepts given to Moses on Sinai, were accompanied by their 
explanations; thus we find it written, (Exodus, ch. xxiv. vy. 12,) ‘I will 
give unto thee the tables of stone, the law, and the commandments.’ 
The word (law,) signifies the written law, and (command, ) im- 
plies the explanation thereof; the Almighty commanded the execution of 
the law, as well as of the commands, AVY, which form the Oral Law; 
and the whole of this did Moses write before his death: he gave a copy 
to each tribe, and one he deposited in the ark as a testimony; this the 
text states (in Deut. ch. xxxi. y. 26,) saying, ‘Take this Book of the 


— Law, &c.’ But the NY¥ the explanation of the MN he did not write, 


but delivered them verbally to the Elders, to Joshua, andthe rest of Israel; 
for so itis said, (Deut. ch, viii. v, 1.) ‘ The words which I command you, 


ye shall observe and do;’ therefore has it been called AD Syay mun 
Oral Law; for though not written, yet did Moses teach the whole of it to 
the assembly of the Seventy Elders; while Joshua, Phineas, and Eleazer 
on received it, by word of mouth, from Moses.”"—Preface, Yad Hacha- 
zaka. 

** When the Almighty, praised be He, foresaw that the judgments of 
this Law, would, according to time and place, require modifications, in- 


crease here, or diminution there, he forbade it by the command FPOIN N 


YIN NP); for such alterations would have led to the destruction of its 
order and divine character; to the Sages only, (that is to say, to the great 
Beth Din,) of every age, did he permit the raising of bulwarks and ram- 
parts round the Law, with a view to the better observance of its injunc- 
tions; therefore, must the institutions of the great Beth Din ever remain 
unaltered; again, it was permitted them to abolish, according to time and 
circumstances, any prescript of Holy Writ; but such abolition, caused 


liberal | 


' 


found researches of a whole life. 


Maimonides may have been misguided by the writings of a 
certain Aben Ezra, whose teacher was a Karaite, (whose scrip. 
tural expositions the pupil often quotes, in his commentary on 
the syn and whose opinions on the Oral Law he successfully 
combats, while he does justice to the talent of his master,— 
(Commentary on Exodus, ch. xxi. v. 24.) ben Ezra was, 
possibly, in his turn, confirmed in his pernicious opinions, by a 
certain treatise on the law, known under the name of ‘ the 
Kusari.’ This book, which is crammed with absurdities and 
dark views, maintains, in several places, the Divinity of the Oral 
Law, and has even the unpardonable effrontery to assert, and to 
support the assertion by arguments, that without the Oral Law, 
the written law would be quite unintelligible.* ‘* What arro- 
gance ! folly! blasphemy!” (our author may see we can match 
him in heroics.) Jeabbi Jehuda Halevi, authorof the 15 may 
have imbibed these follies from the ‘‘ mysteries, mummeries, and 


superstitions of the heathen age ” of the Talmudical authors, | 


who, in their wickedness, did not scruple to lay down, in their 
‘abominable ” writings, views disgraceful as the following; 
‘Love thy neighbour as thyself, is the main precept of the 
law, all other precepts are merely additional. What does not 


please thee, thou shalt not do to others. The Almighty de- 


mands the heart little, and keep much,” 
and more of the like pernicious doctrines, The Talmudic 
authors were perhaps misled by the members of the great synod, 


who had the wickedness to teach, (in direct 
contradiction to the law which says, you shall neither add to nor 
diminish aught from this that I command. unto you,) 3'p wy 
sans ‘make feces to the law.” (Aboth Perek I.) The 
members of the great synod, (among whom, as it is supposed, 
were even several prophets, Hagai, Malachi, and Zachariah, 
who at least witnessed the erection of the second temple) were, 


only by a casualty, ceased with it; thus has the Law been preserved in its 
pristine purity. Had these modifications and alterations been permitted to 
every one, without distinction, there would have resulted as many differ- 
ent ways of observing the Law, as there were opinions upon it; there- 
fore, this prerogative was confined to the Beth Din only, and whoso 
trespassed against their enactments, incurred the punishment of death.” 
Moreh Nebuchim, Part. LII., ch. 41. | 


* That there is no room to suppose that a time would come when the 
Jews would renounce the Oral Law, may be shown by the following 
quotations, taken from two works, the former of which is written by a 
Jew, and the latter by a Christian. This Jew is the celebrated Zunz, who 
has laid down in his ‘‘ Gottesdienstliche Vortrage der Juden,’’ the pro- 
This work is by unanimous consent 
allowed to be the most comprehensive, ingenious, learned, and best, which 
has ever been written on Jewish literature. These are his words, (ch. i. 
p. ll). “A holy code of law, the misunderstanding of which brings 
on both temporal and eternal perdition, requires the assistance of inter- 
pretation more than any book of antiquity, especially if, as was the case 
with the Pentateuch, new relations, both of private life and of the state, 
modify rights and notions.”’ * 

“On the other hand, in the written law are omitted several reli- 
gious customs, rights, and precepts; indeed, there could be laid down, 
in the Mosaic books, only the least part of the particulars of the na- 
tional state, (Volksleben,) a summary of laws, and religious truths. In 
the actual state of the Jewish nation we find several things, part of 
which may be as old as the law, (this is meant by the expression 


(°s*DID mend M297) : and part enjoyed the same authority, (viz. the 
195) Finally, the contradictions, obscurities, and omissivns in 


these books, must needs have called forth interpretation, earlier than even 
translation.” (The judgment of this author, deserves the more to be no- 
ticed, as his works show he is by no means biassed in favour of the Rabbis. | 
The christian author, is Schotgen, who, in the past century, pub- 
lished a work illustrating the gospel, by the rabbinical writings, enti- 
tled ‘ Hore Hebraicae et Talmudicae in universum novum Testamentum.’ 
This work, very well known among Theologians, contains the result of at 
least twenty years indefatigable study of the Rabbis. In his illustration 
of the sermon on the mount of Olives, (v. 17) he expresses himself thus, 
“Though the founder of the christian religion so strongly refutes the Pha- 
risees, yet, we must not think that he has indiscriminately rejected all the 
doctrines of the Jews. For it is credible, that in the ancient church of the 
Jews, about and after the time of Esdras, vestiges of all truths, not yet 
corrupted, were fully known [viguiss). These truths referred, partly to 
dogmas, and partly to customs.” It appears to us, that the researches of 
men so eminently celted to pass a judgment on this subject, and who, 
though proceeding from starting points so different, yet arrive at the same 
conclusion, will carry some weight with them in the eyes of the Jews at 
large, and will at least counterbalance opinions destitute of any argument, 
adyaneed by an individual who cannot maintain that he has devoted twenty 
years of earnest consideration to theological studies. 
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and misrepresents others. 


possibly, in their turn, deceived by Esdras, who had the law read 
to the people with an explanahion, wip (Nehem. viii. v. 14 ); 
that the expression Ww HD can have no other meaning, we will 
hereafter prove, on which occasion, the profound learning of our 
author, in the Hebrew language, will become manifest. Thus, 
our author will see, that it is of no import to annihilate the writer 
of a little pamphlet; for so long as the works we have men- 
tioned, exist, so long will they continue to create opinions 
as pernicious as those which have given him so much offence. 
The only method to terminate the dominion of these works, 
would be to institute an auto-da-fe ad majorem Dei gloriam, 
and to burn them as an offering to the idol which he sets up 
and adores, called uncontrolled self-love. He will also see 
that the defender of the Oral Law, who is so “‘ superstitious, 
dark-minded, tyrannical, ambiguous, and sacrilegious,’’ finds 
himself in a pretty numerous and respectable assemblage, and 
probably, if compelled to choose, prefers such company to that 
of the enlightened and courteous author, who would brand 
him with misrepresention.”’ 

Havingarrived thus far, we might nowsave ourselves the trouble 
of descanting on the other two heads, since it is obvious, from 
what we have already said, that our author in scoffing at arecently 

ublished a pamphlet, defending the divinity of the Oral Law, 
bas in reality directed his attacks, not against the writer 
of that text, but against the men who are universally re- 
garded by Jews as constituted authorities: indeed, had his im- 
petuosity allowed him attentively to read a publication, to which 
presumption alone prompted him to reply, he would have seen 
in the first page the following passage, ‘‘'The controversy having 
been so frequently and so ski fully conducted on both sides, it 
can scarcely be expected that any dissertation at the present 
day, can open new ground, or bring to bear any new light on the 
subject: all that can be done, is, to collect the various 
arguments, and present them as a connected and logical 
whole:”-and he would hence have learned what opinions he 
assumed the power to combat. Besides, the fallacy of our 
author's doctrines, becomes, on reflection, so apparent to any 
Jew, possessing the slightest knowledge of Jewish theology, 
that we might content ourselves with not pulling down houses 
of card, which must eventually fall of themselves; (vis consilii 
expers mole ruit sua) were we not aware, that there are indivi- 
duals who, not having been able to devote themselves to theo- 
logical studies, might be imposed on by the bold and declama- 
tory style of our author ; individuals, who often mistake a mul- 
tiplicity of words (vox et przeterea nihil) for force of ideas ; who 
regard a dwarf walking on stilts, as a giant: for the sake of such 
persons, and not the value of the publication, we proceed to 
consider the second head; that is, assertions dressed up 
like arguments, | 
Whenever our author is dissatisfied with any of the 
arguments of the writer he attacks; he accuses him of want 
of fairness, nay, even of misrepresentation; now we shall 
not seek to do him the same injustice, but shall trace all his 
errors to their true source ; first, to violence, which entirely de- 
prives him of his understanding, and renders him a prey to 
visionary ie ; and secondly, to important suppressions, 
inasmuch that heomitsto noticesome arguments which he could not 
nd even plausible grounds to assault, and he misunderstands, 
That he is quite carried 
away by his violence—that he has lost all self-controul, the 
slightest survey of his publication will show. If not, how could 
he have written a sentence like this, “And the idols shall be 
cast away, the Talmud with its mysteries, its constitutions, 
its mummeries, and observances, its precept upon precept, 
precept upon precept, line upon line, line upon line, all these su- 
perstitions of a heathen age, even these ramparts shall fall, and 
crumble into dust” (p. 68). To compare the Talmud with an 
idol! We have no words to express our indignation at such a 
struck with horror, the pen falls from our hand. 
pe on first time, the rich stores of heroical terms and high flown 
rains of our author do not serve us. Is there a book belonging 
© any nation, believing in the verity of God, more directly op- 
to idolatry, than the Talmud? Decidedly not; and yet to 
He it to an idol, to the superstition of aheathen age! What 
“iolence !—He asserts further, that the Talmud contains mysteries 
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(this and not less, is conveyed by the words, “‘ the Talmud with 
its mysteries”). As this assertion is fallacious, it must have 
been suggested by ignorance merely, and we will so regard 
it in its proper place. But as this word is here em- 
ployed, it must lead a man who has no knowledge of 
the Talmud to think, that that book contains doctrines 
which are kept secret from the mass of the Jews, and which 
doctrines must be in contradiction either to social order, or 
morality, since only such reasons can induce men to hide their 
views on religious matters. Let us now suppose, that some 
Christian, hostile to the Jews, and who from enmity to our nation 
is inclined to think that we really use Christian blood, reads 
this passage, would he not at the expression, “its mysteries,” 
break into a triumphant Eureka? ‘‘ The Talmud, the authorita- 
tive book of the Jews contains mysteries! that is, doctrines 
which from their atrocity are kept secret from the world. Do 
these secrets not refer to the charges so often made against the 
Jews, that their religion commands them to employ christian 
blood 2” At all events he would say, ‘‘ as a Jew himself admits, 
that the Talmud contains mysteries, these must be of a bad na- 
ture.”” We do not mean to say, that the word mystery must ne- 
cessarily convey the meaning we have just given it, we only 
wish to show what interprepation it might be made to bear, 
owing to the manner in which it is used, and to the construction 
of the sentence in which it is contained. If the violence of our 
author had not extinguished the last spark of the sound judgment 
which he may perhaps possess, he would have seen what his 
thoughless exclamation could be made to mean. ‘* And such a 
man has the assurance to style himself a Jew, a worshipper of 
Jehovah!” Hisenmenger and his clique may now quietly cross 
their arms ; it is no longer necessary for them to abuse Judaism, 
since men, who pretend to profess that religion, do so for them ; 
and to do our author justice, we must say, he acts his part in a 
way which must be highly delightful to these enemies to our 
faith INS POW thy destroyers and devastators 
go forth from thyself.’’ A passage, of our author’s, of a similar 
nature is the following, *‘ We need but turn our eyes to the Syna- 
gogues, where the almud is the rule ; we need but cast a glance 
at its followers, those thorough-going Rabbinists who adhere to 
its very letter; we need but look at the effect in such quarters, 
not beyond these precincts, and there behold the Jewish reli- 
gion according tothe Talmud—there regard the nature of its influ- 
ence.”” Would not one who does not know the English Jews, 
(for the majority of them admit the authority of the Talmud) be 
led to think them plunged ina mire of the foulest immorality ? 
Would he not be induced to suppose that these *‘ thorough-going 
Rabbinists”’ like Mendelssohn, Menasseh ben Israel, Maimo- 
nides, &c. are a gang of perjurers, thieves, robbers and murder- 
ers! Go and behold the unexceptionable characters of the 
majority of the Jewish population in Great Britain, and read the 
biography of “these thorough-going Rabbinists,”—go, base calum- 
niator! laden with the deepest contempt of the whole Jewish 
world. We suppose that our readers have by this time become 
disgusted, as we ourselves are, with this subject; we therefore 
dismiss it, and proceed to the exposition of the gross ignorance 
of our author, on a subject on which he presumes to treat publicly. 
Here we confess ourselves at a loss where to begin. It is not the 
embarrasment of penury which perplexes us, but the embarass- 
ment of abundance, so rich is the store. However, as we 
must begin, we shall take at random, that which presents it- 
self; and, as page 65 lies open before us, we shall begin with the 
phrase already commented upon: ‘ the Talmud with its myste- 
ries.” Indeed!! this is an assertion, for the origin of which 
the world is indebted to our author himself. Hitherto, we had 
always believed (so far as reading or experience might serve us) 
that the Talmud does not contain anysecret doctrines. This we 
had always received asacommon principle of Judaism adopted 
bye very writer treating on J ewish Theology, and grounded on 
the soundest notions of religion. It is unnecessary to resort to 
learned writers for the purpose of authenticating the (hitherto 
received) correctness of the Talmud ; but we wouldask, what is 
meant by mystery? Is this word to be taken in thesense in which 
Catholics take it, when they call, for instance, trans-substantiation 
a mystery; or does it mean a doctrine concealed from the mass, 
and merely communicated to a few elect ; such, for instance, as 
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the doctrines of free-masons. It cannot be contended that the 
term is to be-taken in the former sense ; if it be regarded in the 
latter, then we ask, where, in any of the volumes of the Talmud 
ean there be found, even a covert insinuation, which warrants 
the assertion, that the text-book of Judaism teaches precepts 
which were destined to be the exclusive property ofa few? Is 
not the Talmud open to the eyes of the whole world? For cen- 
turies, has not every corner of it been searched for various pur- 
poses, and yet such a charge has never before been brought 
against it. Is not the Talmud in many instances taught to chil- 
dren, at the tender age of ten, or even eight years? and is it 
usual to communicate secrets to children? But we shall not 
dwell on this point, its groundlessness is too evident: indeed, 
it appears to us, that a person who can talk of the mysteries of 
the Talmud can have no idea of the work, can scarcely have 
read a line of the original text; and yet, such an individual 
abuses the Talmud and does not blush to use the expressions 
‘“‘these superstitions of an heathen age.’’—‘* What presump- 
tion !”’ | 
To be continued. 


DISSERTATION ON THE PORTION mp 
Numpers, Cu. xvi. v. 1. 


This section records the rebellion and subsequent punish- 
ment of Korach and his associates, against Moses. Although, 
as regards its yaya agra this event was of little or no 

moment, except for the fearful loss of life it caused, still we 

cannot but look on it as important, inasmuch as it points out 
the danger, that ever attends the rejection of that authority, to 
which submission is probably due. Let us trace the course of 
action pursued by Korach and his band: dissatisfied with a state of 
_ things, the benefit of which they knew not how to appreciate, 
they arrogantly attributed to themselves the right to attempt 
to change it; blind to their own inferiority,—insensible, as the 
wicked and ignorant usually are, of the advantages of subordi- 
nation, they sought but to gratify their own pernicious desires, 
and exclaiming, “ all the congregation is holy,” and, therefore, 
all equally entitled to command; they raised themselves in 
opposition to the rulers (Moses and Aaron) chosen by God. 
What a sad picture of the pitch to which pride can exalt a 
man! Now let us turn to the reverse. Moses did not, as 
perhaps might have been anticipated, meet opposition by 
opposition, he did not seek to widen a breach already too 
extensive, by oppression or compulsion; no, satisfied with his 
own consciousness of justice, relying on the mercy of Provi- 
dence—he heard it, and‘ fell upon his face:” that is, he 
humbled himself in supplication to Heaven, and while he gave 
the rebels a practical proof of his own submission to a Higher 

Power, and thus taught them a lesson, he at once set aside all 

personal consideration by referring the claims, both of himself 

and his opponents, to God. Loving his faithful servants, the 

Lord angry at this new insurrection, said to them, “ separate 

yourselves from this Congregation, and I will destroy them: ” 
but no, outraged as they had been, insulted, their authority 
contemned, their previous interpositions forgotten, the pious 
men, Moses and Aaron, were still mindful of their charge, and 
again prayed in their behalf—their supplication, again, was not 
disregarded, the people were spared, a the rebellious crew 
met with condign punishment. The lesson inculcated by this 
episode is useful, particularly at the present time, when people 
are but too willing and ready, to mistake conceit for ability, 
and the dictum of the ignorant for the authority of the learned. 
Man is born to submit; there have always been, and there ever 
will be, some men greater than others, and it is, therefore, the 
duty of every one, well to estimate his own position and‘ 
importance, in order that he may regulate the nature of the 
subordination to which he is required to yield, and thereby 
settle the deference he is to receive : without this, all the bonds 
of society would be broken, order would be at an end, and the 
physically strong would oppress the weak. But it is not an easy 
task to determine one’s own true value : some possess wealth, 
and therefore think themselves justified in legislating in matters 
of religion, or deciding scientific disputes; others possess 


THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


knowledge, and claim a pre-eminence, to which they are far 


from being entitled : the utmost care is therefore necessary, to 
teach a man where to stop, and in no case, is this care more 
requisite than in religious affairs: every man’s belief is in his 


own hands, he alone may be accountable for his faith, or for the 


want of it; but it is different when he attempts to legislate for 
others, as wellas himself; when he not only presumes to despise 
and trample on constituted authority, but even proceeds 80 far 
as to endeavour to justify by law, what he has done, for, in this 
case, he is holding out a bait that may entrap the unwary, and 
which, by the speciousness ofits appearance, (new doctrines have 
generally at least glitter to recommend them) may attract but to 
lead them on to ruin. Letthose who would act thus, reflect on 
the fate of Korach; for though there be now no Moses to 
offend, the same God still reigns, and the rebellion 1s indirectly 
against Him, and not as it is professed, against those who but 
maintain His holy law. 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Jews’ Free School.—On Sunday morning last, the annual 
examination of the children educated in this school, took place 


in the presence of a very numerous assembly. Louis Lucas, 


Esq., president of the institution, took the chair, supported by 
the most active members of the committee. Madame de Roths- 
child, Lady Montefiore, Mrs. Micholls, Mrs. 1. Cohen, and 
other ladies were also present, thus exhibiting an interest in 
the welfare of the humbler classes, still more likely to be felt 
and appreciated by them, and still more calculated to influence 
their moral and religious chatacter, than a mere record of con- 
tributions, however liberal. We should be glad to recognise a 


more general manifestation of interest by the supporters of our | 


Jewish charities, in the fruits of their labours. ‘To give liber- 
ally, might be regarded as no more than to buy off importunities, 
or to purchase the luxury of patronage; while personal superin- 
tendence, a word of good advice, or even a cheering smile is 
often more useful and more grateful, than a cold gift, and proves 
sympathy in a manner no longer ambiguous. The more nume- 
rous classes of boys were examined by the Rev. Mr. Henry, and 
the girls by Miss Barnett. Mr. Myers then examined the Tal- 
wei Torah boys in Hebrew, and Mr. Angelin English, geography, 
arithmetic, grammar, &c., in which they showed extensive in- 
formation. ‘The whole went off very creditably, regarded as an 
exhibition, of what the examinants knew, (all that is usual, or 
perhaps useful on such occasions.) A real examination, how- 


ever, can only be adequately conducted by a well constituted 


Education Committee: but we shall not here interpolate our 
views, on the system of education proper to such establishments, 
we will rather treat the subject separately in a future number. 
The examination being concluded, Mr. Lucas rose and dwelt 
at some length on the value of education, pointing out to the 


parents of those children who were present, the necessity of as- — 


sisting the friends of the institution in pompotns their objects, 
which were the amelioration of the condition of their humbler 
brethren. Mr. L. also called on the supporters of the charity, 
to continue zealous in their efforts to advance the interest of the 
Jews’ Free School, and said, that he had this year an additional 
reason for asking for their aid, as the building was about to un- 
dergo a thorough repair, for which of course extra funds were 
requisite. There were several observations in the address of 
Mr. Lucas, upon which we would willingly have dilated, had 
our space permitted; we rejoice in a recognition of the 
duty to instruct the humbler classes, calculated as it is not 
only to elevate them, but reflect honor and advantage 
on their wealthier brethren. A little boy here recited with 
appropriate enunciation, a Hebrew ode; and a little girl de- 
livered an English ode, ina manner which drew tears from 


many. These poetic contributions have been noticed else- 
where, having been also delivered at the anniversary din- 
ner, Prizes were distributed to those children who had 


most distinguished themselves. 


. Mr. Lucas called upon the 
meeting to support him in .wishing ‘health and happiness in 


this world, and felicity in a future state” to Mrs. N. M. De Koths- 
child, Lady Montefiore and their families, to whom not only the 
Free School, but every other charity among the Jews was 80 
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much indebted ;” the proposal was received with deafening 
cheers, in which the children heartily joined. After thanks to 
the honorary officers, Mr. L. Cohen proposed a vote of thanks to 
the masters and mistress for the efficient manner in which they 
had discharged their duty. Mr. C. took this occasion to ex- 
press his approbation of the conduct of Mr. Henry, who, after 
having been educated in the school, and having for many years 
ably filled the situation of head master, was now about to leave 
the establishment in order to undertake the office of Minister 
to a congregation. He (Mr. C.) was sure Mr. Henry would 
take with him the good wishes of every member of the 
committee. 

Attempt on the Life of Her Majesty.—On Saturday last, a 
special prayer, composed for the occasion, was read in all our 
Synagogues, offering up thanks to Almighty God, for having 
rescued the Queen trom the hand of the assassin. ‘The atten- 
tion with which the prayer was listened to, and the devotion 
with which it was read, are sufficient evidences, (if, indeed any 
be wanting,) of the loyalty and love the Jews have for the 
sovereign of these realms. A copy of this prayer has just 
reached us, too late, however, for this number. 

Jens and Infidels.—In No. XII. of this paper was a pass- 
ing allusion to the manner in which a Christian periodical, in 
admitting that the Jews cbserve the original sabbath, had asso- 
ciated us with infidels. Our attention has been directed to an 
article on the subject, in an extensively circulated and influen- 
tial magazine (/he Christian Lady's.) The following is an 
extract: ‘* Not long since, the phrase, (associating Jews with 
infidels,) was quoted as breathing a peculiarly wanton insult 
against the House of Israel, by a-writer in the ‘ Voice of 
Jacob,’ the Jewish newspaper, who certainly was not aware 
that the jesting expression which he complained of, was a 
prayer of the English church for the re-establishment of the 
House of Jacob in the inheritance of their fathers. We marked 
this, and resolved never again to repeat before the King of the 
Jews, what we should be ashamed to utter in the presence of a 
Hebrew gentleman.’’ ‘This admission may be adduced as a 
mark of the influence to which the Jewish press might attain. 
Considering that the prejudices against Jewish character which 
still abound, are not due to impressions resulting from investi- 
gation, but are the remains of a darker age, imbibed almost 
insensibly, even in childhood, it should be regarded as not only 
the interest of every Jew, but his duty to posterity, to advocate 
and support those efforts, which thus produce a more fitting 
estimate of our national character. We feel happy in being 
able to quote the following passage from the above-named 
magazine, which will show how the labours of the late editor of 
this paper have been regarded by his Christian contemporary. 
“ Their principal publication, too, the ‘ Voice of Jacob,’ often 
referred to in these pages, besides being conducted with much 
ability and judgment, is one of the most gentlemanly produc- 
tions extant; manly, generous and dignified,” &c. | 

Synagogue Hall,St. Helen’s—The portion of the selected 
for exposition last Saturday, was that referring to ny‘y. In this 
passage, the first apparent incongruity is the change from the 
third to the second ae, by the introduction of the words 
nyvyd Which, besides, seem to have no connexion 


whatever with either the preceding or succeeding sentences: the 
second point requiring explanation is the words pnt) OMX) 
for it at first appears impossible to suppose that the simple fact 
of seeing the fringes, could make us remember the commands of 
God, still less perfurm them (onwyn): the next words that pre- 
sent a difficulty are >) n>aaS vinx ininn Nd), for we are at a 
loss to know, why we should not follow the inclinations of our 
farts, since we have been sent by Providence into this world, 
not only with every means to secure happiness, but with every 
esire to attain that great end of our existence ; and lastly, what 
Connexion is there between the concluding verse and the other 
parts of the paragraph ? Before attempting the exposition of these 
apparent iIncongruities, it will be necessary to state, that the 
ene concering nyty is but a link in the great chain that 
inds us to the Almighty, and it will therefore be requisite to 
: the nature of that chain, by considering the vocation of 
srael, and the mission with whic they have been entrusted. 
was stated above, man is born to secure felicity, and it would 
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therefore seem strange, that any individual or body of indivi- 
duals should neglect those sacred duties which are so eminently 
fitted to promote happiness; notwithstanding this, however, 
history informs us but too frequently of a belief in a multi- 
plicity of gods, and of the forgetfulness of all kindly feelings 
by the offering of human sacrifices, under the dreadful gj 
sion that sn offerings were acceptable to Heaven. Under 
these circumstances, it was necessary for the furtherance of His 
great design, that Providence should interfere: now there were 
two ways of doing this:—the first was to compel man to act 
properly, but then there would be no merit in doing well, no 
crime in vice, for freewill would be destroyed; the second, was 
to establish Truth in some convenient place, guarded by suit- 
able officers, whose duty it should be, not only to preserve 
their charge in all its pristine purity, but to promulgate the beau- 

tiesofitto all mankind. These were the means adopted, but that 

they might be effectual, it was further essential that the place in 

which the Truth was established should be distinctly marked 

out, and that its guardians should have some distinctions where- 

by they might at once be recognised. The place in which God 

has deposited this Truth, is our holy Law—the guardians are 

We. That the Law is the source of truth there can be no doubt, 

the fact is too generally admitted to require proof:—that we are 

its guardians, is also beyond contradiction; it therefore, only 

remains for us to see if we are sufficiently distinguished to be 

recognised as public officers: this it will not be difficult to 

prove, for we are unlike all mankind in three things—in our 

habitations, our food and our dress; our houses have parapets 

and mir, our food is select, to our dresses we attach ny'y; 

the superior importance of this last distinction will become 

manifest, when we reflect that the two former are local, and only 

present when we are either in a Jewish dwelling or at meals, 

while our dress is at all times and in all places on us, and we 

therefore can never forget the ny'y, besides which, in our con- 

nexion with other nations, our dress is ever the object most 

likely to attract their attention, and thence to inform them of 
eur vocation: with these reflections, the passage to be expounded 

becomes clear. 

The verb 7*¥ means to blossom or look cheerfully, the sub- 
stantive my’y means anything hanging like a blossom, and 
attracting notice. Hence, after having been commanded by 
God to do something extraordinary to our dress, by the inser- 
tion of a blue thread; we are told ny»y> p25 myn) a thing on 
which every one shall look; the change to the second person 
being used to call the particular attention to the passage, and to 
point out its great importance. At the same time, however, 
that it excites notice from others, it will also remind you, (con- 
tinues the passage,) of your duties; for when you behold it, 
you will be reminded of your high calling, of your being dis- 
tinguished above all other nations, and then Onis OND you will 
remember that you are the guardians of the Eternal Truth, and 
then omx on’wy) you will perform the commands enjoined on 
you. Hence, it appears, that the word 77) is not superfluous. 
Men were formerly led astray by wrong impressions of the 
nature of God, and by false conceptions of His worship: they 
attributed defects to their divinities, and imitated them; God 
therefore commanded mx you shall not turn 
after the inclinations of your hearts, where these false notions 
are engendered: p>")»y InN) Nor after your eyes, which con- 
vey what you witness in others, and thereby confirm you in 
their errors. When you have done this, continues the Almighty, 
then you will have performed your duty, and then will that 
end be attained for which I have chosen a peculiar people, 
whom, for the benefit of mankind, I have brought out of the 
land of Egypt, and whom I require to do my behests—‘‘ I am 
the Lord your God.” Our sages have commanded the daily 
reading of this portion concerning ny¥*y¥ in conjunction with the 


yw because the pow contains mada Sy ndap (the recog- 


nition of the Unity of God,)— because pn) contains 


niyp sy nbap (the reception of the precepts): while nyy 
completes the chain, by telling us why the ev thought 
paneer to reveal His religion to us, and why He distinguished 
us 


y so many peculiarities: these reasons our sages find in 
the portion 
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FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


Mendelssohn's House.—The plain house, No. 68, in Spandau 
Street, Berlin, in which Mendelssohn spent the greater portion 
of his life, and breathed his last, bears the following inscrip- 
tion :— 

‘¢ In this house lived and acted the immortal Moses Men- 
delssohn, who was born at Dessau, 1729, and died at Berlin, 
anno 1786.” 

The teen gg Allgemeine Zeitung, contains an article, 
dated Hamburgh, May 14, in which the Jews are spoken of in 
the highest terms of praise, both with respect to the aid they 
afforded in the extinguishing of the fire, as well as to the 
relief they administer to those who suffered by that cala- 
mity. Mr. Solomon Heine is especially singled out, as, in his 
usual manner, bestowing his charity indiscriminately on Jews 
and Christians. The noble efforts of our brethren, will, it is 
said, be rewarded with the permission of, in future, residing in 
the New Town, and partaking of the privileges enjoyed by 
their Christian fellow-citizens. 

The Jews were emancipated in the United States, in 1783- 
1823; in France, 1791-1831; in Holland, 1796; in Belgium, 
1831; in Hesse, 1833. They were partly emancipated in 
Prussia, in 1812; Baden, in 1808; in Wurtembur;, 1810; 
in Bavaria, 1813: in Hungary, 1840. | 
— Jamaica.—Iin No. XVIII. we gave an extract from a Jamaica 
paper, in which it was stated that in that island alone were Jews 
eligible to all offices, whether corporate or magisterial; we 
have since been informed that in Barbadoes our brethren enjoy 
the same privileges. 7 

Russian Jews.—There is a reference in No. XV., to a 
Ukase of the Emperor of Russia, wherein he holds out spe- 
cial baits to his Jewish subjects, in order to lure them into 
apostacy. The conviction was expressed, that the faith to 
which the Czar wished to convert the Jews, was, by the majo- 
rity of Christians, regarded as any but the right road to salva- 
tion; and we find the opinion borne out by a peomnge in one 
of the magazines for the present.month, the editor of which, 
in commenting on the means proposed by the Emperor, to be 
adopted for gaining an accesion of adherents to the Greek 
church, makes the following remark: ‘‘ The sort of faith to 
which they would be converted, does indeed harmonize but 
too well, with the means to be used for bringing them to em- 
brace it—corruption is at the core of both.” We think our 
Christian neighbour would do well, ere they attempt to con- 
vert the Jew, to settle the differenees that exist among them- 
selves, as by far the better plan to secure the salvation of the 
great majority of their fellow-creatures. | | 


THE PRUSSIAN JEWS. 
To the Editors of “ The Voice of Jacob.” 


GrenTLEMEN.—In order to correct the several reports that 
are in circulation respecting the claims of the Jews of Prussia, 
I beg to communicate the following statement of the facts. In 
October, 1840, the Parnassim of the Berlin Community, invited 
those of Konigsberg and of Breslau, to join them in presenti 
to the present King of Prussia, who had just then Rae 
the throne, a pee in which they set forth the disabilities 
under which they laboured, and prayed to be allowed to hold 
offices, and be eligible to all municipal distinctions. They also 
desired to have the superintendence of the state extended to 
their religious establishments, which had been, till then, 
merely tolerated by the government. The petitioners founded 
their claims upon the circumstance, that the Jews had taken an 
active part in the defence of their country in 1813, 14 and 15, 
that many of them had died on the field of battle, and others 
had distinguished themselves as very able soldiers ; that the 
had cheerfully obeyed the law established in 1812, by whic 
every Prussian is obliged to serve in the army, although they, 
as Jews, could not rise above the degree of non-commissioned 
officers; and they set forth the advantages which must accrue 
to the state from the abolition of those regulations, which pre- 
vented them from rendering their abilities as useful, as they 
desired they should be. | 
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etition was presented to His Majesty by that celebrated 
and minister, Alexander Von Humboldt; 
and in April, 1842, it being understood that his Majesty was 
convinced of the justice of the Jewish claims, he laid before 
the council of state the following article in reference thereto. 
“As it is my desire that the Jews, as a distinct religious 
body, shall work out their own historical development, they are 
to elect from among their own body, able men, who are to be 
entrusted with the superintendence of their religious affairs. 
As, moreover, I feel that the Jews, by serving in the army, 
ought to be entitled to all advantages and offices, to the same 
extent as my other subjects, it shall in future be left to their 
own discretion as to whether they will serve or not, but they 
shall not be forced to do so. If, however, they consider the 
station of a soldier compatible with their religious tenets, they 
shall serve for advancement.” (i. e. they shall be able to hold 
all ranks in the army, to which their abilities may entitle 
them. 
In ae own opinion, as well as in that of many of the Prus- 
sian Jews, this proposition was considered just, and all that 
could be Pear : alarge majority, however, took a different 
view of the matter, and maisiderel themselves much injured 
by the tenor of the measure, thinking it would tend to keep 


them a distinct people, ‘whereas they desired to be a part and . 


parcel of the (Prussian) German nation. As soon, therefore, as 
the terms of the above propositions—of which I give you a 


literal translation—became known, all the congregations of 


Prussia sent in petitions to the throne, praying his Majesty 
not to pass it intoa law, but to consider the Jews liable to 
military service by compulsion, that being the privilege by 
which the state recognises the possession of full citizenship. 

An official answer to these petitions has not yet been re- 
ceived, and what appears in your paper, No. XVIII. (extracted 
from the ‘‘ Times,’’) on the subject, is at least premature, and 
bears internal evidence of inaccuracy, as no ‘* Consistory of 
Israelites ’’ exists in Prussia. ADOLPHUS. 


{We insert the above letter, because it comes from a correspondent of 
authority ; but as different opinions have reached us, we shall probably 
give the other side of the queStion, in our next.—Ebs. | 


THE THREE FRIENDS. A TALE. 


(Part FRoM THE Frencn or Ben Levi.) 


One Sunday in the spring of 1740, the passengers on the 
promenade at Bourdeaux, were disturbed by a violent dispute 
which was being carried on among a group of young peasants, 
seated under the budding foliage of some sheltering trees. 
For an hour, these giddy youths had been amusing themselves 


by tormenting a poor deaf and dumb man, who was aaa, | 


cakes on the promenade; when a gentleman of serious an 
severe. mien, angry at this forgetfulness of every principle of 
humanity, warmly remonstrated with them on their cruelty, 
and putting a piece of money into the hands of the cake- 
vendor, withdrew him from his persecutors, and helped him to 
escape; while the young mad-caps, annoyedat losing their victim, 
united in abusing him who had deprived them of their source 
of gratification. ‘* What right had he to interfere?” said one: 
‘* Ts he a police officer?” said another: ‘“ He is a Jew,” added 
a third: “I know him; it is Pereira, the visionary; the fool 
who professes to be able to make the deaf hear, and the dumb 
speak.” ‘A Jew,” cried the whole body: ‘“‘ What has he to 
o with our affairs? Let us fall on him. Away with the Jew: 
down with the miscreant.” A struggle, the issue of which 
would not long have been doubtful, was on the point of com- 
reser when two new actors appeared on the scene, and 
changed the state of affairs. These were two men, equally 
beloved and respected at Bourdeaux: one of them, named 
Morand, was a surgeon; and although young, his talents and 
philanthropy had already rendered him famous: the other, 
was the Abbé Perrin, a priest; who, though scarcely thirty, 
had already distinguished himself by his piety, benevolence, 
and toleration. At the sight of these two general favourites, 
the excitement of the crowd immediately subsided; and when 
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they advanced, and, after cordially saluting Pereira, took his 
hand, the turbulent phalanx retired, and left the three friends 
to their mutual congratulations. They were indeed friends, 
these three men; and being possessed of pure minds and 
enlightened sentiments, cou d fully appreciate each other. 
Neither was more than thirty; yet study had given to all 
the appearance of more advanced years. Jacob Roderigues 
Pereira, a native of Spain, lately established at Bourdeaux, was 
noted for his love of learning, his skill in the abstract sciences, 
and his zealous endeavours to instruct the deaf and dumb. 
Morand, the descendant of a Protestant family, driven from 
Cevennes by the sanguinary persecution commenced by Louis 
the Fourteenth, against the Huguenots, inherited the religious 
principles of his ancestors, and that austerity of manners and 
severity Which marked the protestants of the south. His 
ascetic mind was incessantly wandering in the infinite spheres 
of the ideal; and when the affairs of the world again recalled 
him to the real, he experienced the want of a holy friendship, 


to appease the disquietude of his discontented soul. The 


Abbé Perrin, always good, calm, and resigned, tempered, by 
his paternal advice, the wanderings of his two companions; 
content with dreaming in his cell, or at the altar, he was the 
wise, benevolent man to the poor, and to his friends; although, 
except the angelic goodness of his heart had been known, one 
might have said, on hearing him, that notwithstanding his gen- 
tle demeanour, he took pleasure in maliciously destroying the 
illusions of his friends, and in conveying them from the heights 
to which their imagination often carried them, to the busy 
world and its realities. Morand and Perrin gently reprimanded 
Pereira for exposing. himself to a mob of young people; but 
the latter answered them exzltingly,—** Nay, my dear friends, 
it was not my fault; I am not master of myself when I see a 
deaf mute suffermg a kind of martyrdom. Are not these 
wretched beings sufficiently unfortunate, ‘without being 
made the sport of unfeeling hearts? They have never heard 
the soft voice of maternal solicitude, penetrating into their very 
hearts; for them the valley has no echo, the thunder no rever- 
beration—on their ears the gentle murmur of the rippling 
brook falls not; the sighing of the wind among the leaves 
charms not them—they listen not to the sad adieu of parting 
friends: they whisper no burning words of passionate joy to 
the trembling is one who blushes at the sound. Unhappy 
creatures !——-Has God sent them into the world, to drag out a 
miserable existence, repudiated by their fellow-men? No! 
No! these poor beings have ideas, which are but the conscious- 
ness of sensations,—man thinks of his words before he utters 
his thoughts: and these only want the means of expressing 
what they feel. Citizens of nature, deaf mutes ought 
to participate in its universal language; and it is to discover 
this profound mystery, that all my efforts are employed. They 
cannot hear, they cannot speak—but they can see: they have 


aight, physical energies, and the power of motion: they must 


herefore express their thoughts by gestures, their sensations by 
signs. I will go further still: I will make them speak, for 
deafness does not impede the play of the organs of speech ; 
they possess these organs without knowing it; and they must 

e taught to become acquainted with their use. I undertake, 

am aware, a struggle against custom and prejudice; but I am 
seconded by nature and reason. Shame on the simpletons who 
surround me, and laugh at my project, because they do not 
understand it. Let them call me names to-day, provided that 
to-morrow they do justice to my success. What, if I resemble 
the weeds that the waves at their pleasure cast on the shore; 

ey serve to fertilize the ground. Ungrateful country, scorn 
me; despise me; let me succeed, and you will be proud of 
me—true learning is like the sun; it does not rise for one 
people, its mission is to benefit all mankind.” While speak- 
ing, the features of Pereira became illuminated, his counte- 
hance beamed with lofty enthusiasm, and his energetic accents, 
penetrated as the tones of a divine voice, into the hearts of his 

ends, who, with tears in their eyes, threw themselves into his 
arms, ‘ Courage,”’ said Morand, with a prophetic air; ‘‘ tread 
firmly the path you have marked out for yourself, fear nothing, 

¢ future is yours.” ‘‘ May God protect you,” exclaimed the 


a 
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Abbé with transport; ‘‘ you will have much to suffer, but we 


will share your troubles, and thus diminish them by the divi- 


sion—each day, my first prayer to heaven shall be for you.” 
To be continued. 


DOINGS OF THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROMO- 
TION OF APOSTACY AMONG THE JEWS. 


To the Editors of the ** Voice of Jacob.” 


GentLemren.— According to the monthly organ of the 
London Society for Promoting Christianity among the Jews, 
an annual meeting was held in Exeter Hall, on the evening of 
the 5th of May. The arrangements of the meeting, (previously 
announced,) excluded all but friends; and I am restricted to 
the special report given by the magazine before me. I am 
unwilling to regard the contributors to this association, in any 
other light than as “ friends of Israel,’’ pursuing a mistaken 


course; and, as the dupes of a designing few, squandering in 


distant climes, on a mere chimera, the funds which might be 

better devoted to the christianizing of immense districts in the 

heart of this very metropolis. (Vide Home and City Mis- 

sionary Reports.) The first proceeding was to exercise the 

voices, and examine the attainments of the children,x—Hebrew 

children, as they were called ; but whether they had ever been 

admitted into the covenant of our father Abraham, or were 

mere descendants of Hebrews, (as the speakers themselves 

would perhaps claim to be,) and, whether their conversion, (if 
it were conversion,) was of the creature comforts merely, or a— 
formal polemical defeat of the children’s theological argumen- 

tations, does not appear. The Examiner admitted with great 

naiveté, on finding their lessons so well remembered, that 

‘‘memory is not religion.” Could any one _ reasonably 

suspect the existence of disturbing doubts in the plastic minds ot 
children any more than do the Mahomedan Mollahs mistrust the 
infantile converts from christianity whom they instruct in the 

Koran, or the Catholic priests withhold the veil from ci-devant 

protestant novices? Were it not for the title given to ihe 

meeting, the vivid apprehensions expressed by ‘the speakers, 

might have favoured the belief, that it was held in order to 

form an alliance, offensive and defensive, against Popery, ex- 

pressively styled, ‘‘ usurpation,” ‘‘ idolatry,” ‘‘ Babylon,” “ the 

old serpent,” ‘‘the beast,” &c.; (I beg pardon of Jewish “ears 

polite,” these invectives are selected from the Report.*) The 

accession of the hierarchy of England to the ranks of the 

Society is trumpeted forth, not without some apology for their 

standing aloof, until “ kings and princes became nursing 
fathers of the Society.” The philosophy of bishops, as it was 

declared, was, and ought to be, “inductive philosophy.” They 
were lauded for their cautious policy; and because ‘ now 

these great and good men have discovered that the object is 

good, that the means are good, and that success has already 

attended our exertions, they have favoured us with their names 

and their influence.” Very discreet of them to take charge of 

what they were unable to prevent; that ag" were unwilling 

recruits, is known from the exposé in the Zimes; for it was 

confessed to be impracticable even to get a quorum of bishops 

together on the subject, and that too immediately before Bishop 

Alexander’s consecration. Did they even then know that the 

patrons of this “‘ militant of fortune,” could claim for him the 

rank of “‘ Metropolitan on earth over the universal church.”’ 

The logical style in which this deduction was arrived at, may 

arouse suspicion elsewhere than “‘ at Rome,” where the speaker 

exulted to have excited “jealousy, mistrust, and apprehen- 

sion.”’ 

The use made by one of the speakers of a verse in the 53rd 
of Isaiah, almost tempts me to supply the proof, (omitted from 
No. XVII.,) of the inapplicability of the passage to the pur- 
pose designed. | | 

The fourth resolution is a very curious one, and pregnant 
with instruction to the Burton Street congregation, if its mem- 


* There is one very ingenious inference drawn from the title of the 
ship of war which carried Protestant episcopacy to Palestine,—the Devas- 
tation; but itis not clear whether ‘‘ the enemies of God’’ to be “ over- 
thrown,” are to be found in Judaism or Popery. 2 
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bers be mindful of the signs of the times. ‘‘ That this meeting 
regard the present state of the Jews, as shewn by the rejection 
of the Oral Law, on the part of so many in this country, whilst 
they still adhere to the word of God, and by the general spirit 
of enquiry awakened amongst them, as most encouraging, in 
that it opens the door still wider for soieagany: labour, and for 
the circulation of the sacred scriptures; at the same time, In 
the increased number of converts they recognize fresh motives 
for the tenderest care of their spiritual welfare, both by alle- 
viating the pressure of poverty, and providing them with me- 
dical aid in the season of sickness.” . 
I doubt that much gratification will be felt by the ‘* Pro- 
jectors,” at this patronage of the Conversion Society.* They 
have at least richly earned it, as well as the praises the Report 
lavishes on them, under their assumed name of “* British Jews ;” 
most of all, has this been earned by the intemperate attacks, 
parricidal attempts (not repudiated by the body,) to bring con- 
tempt upon institutions revered oF their fathers, and still re- 
vered by the great body of the people; which attacks surpass the 
most inveterate malignity directed 5 pe our sages by those of 
other creeds. I yet hope tosee refuted certain false charges so ad- 
vanced, less on account of their own gravity, than the pretext for 
annoyance, &c., thereby furnished to the enemies of Israel. The 
resolution just quoted, far overrates the numbers and import- 
ance of the seceders, (they scarcely fill a very small chapel.) 
You, the Editors of the Jewish press, may regard as a much 
more expressive compliment, the scarcely res allusion 
to this and other similar publications, which the Report could 
not entirely omit. There is a covert, but not express charge, 
that the Rabbinical Jews, (I suppose articles in the Voice of 
Jacob,) take every means to turn it (the Jerusalem bishopric, ) 
into ridicule.”” Let us see whether these means serve that 
end. The bishop reports to his most liberal patron; that his 
flock of converts now consists of three families. Enormous! 
Why in 1840, the convocation of missionaries then stationed in 
Jerusalem, about seven in number, said to have drawn above 
£1000 for their personal expenses, mustered two families of 
converts, (if we remember aright.) The report of last year is 
sufficiently vague; it claims that ‘‘a band of believing Jews 
regularly join with Gentile brethren in the service of the 
sanctuary.” The smallness of this band” was incontinently 
published, (vide this paper, page 38, col. 2.) It would be 
interesting to know whether the third family was imported into 
Palestine, and how ray the band now consists of. Perhaps 
the third family is the bishop's own. There might, indeed, 
have been a fourth, that of the far-famed **‘ Reb. Woolf,” 
(vide Nos. VII. and [X.,) had not that worthy and his family 
obtained the large “‘ R” against their names on the Devasta- 
tion’s books. One interesting letter from a missionary in the 
bishop's suite, published by the Society, though chiefly filled 
with details of his domestic annoyances, gives, by way of post- 
script, the arrival in one day of “‘ forty Jews from Tunis, to 
spend the remainder of their days in the holy city:” he adds, 
* most of them are old acquaintances of mine.” As it may 
hence be inferred, that he found them incorrigible unbelievers, 
when at Tunis, it will perhaps be needful to send out yet 
another bishop, to counteract the retarding influence of this 
new accession of zeal to the opposing ranks. It is only con- 
sistent with Jerusalem missionary tactics; the three families 
must be spiritually guarded, on the principle, ‘‘ more traps 
than mice catchabl. .” But after all, this is showing up the 
ridiculous more than I intended. The income of the Society 
is available, and must be spent somehow; better beyond the 
seas than here. The Oriental Jews apprehend nothing from 
such labours; they even sent the bishop nip midbw on Purim; 
and ihe principal Jewesses are reported in the bishop’s dis- 
patches, to have signified “ their intention and wish of calling 
on Mrs. Alexander.” Then let there, by all means, be an 
episcopacy under British protection; so that it may, in its 
turn, extend protection to the helpless Jews of those districts, 


© Wealso believe that some of these gentlemen will feel not a little 
annoyed at this equivocal compliment, from such a quarter, and as the 
objects of this Journal are fairness to all parties, we shall, if required, 
be happy to insert any communication bearing on our ideas,—Eps. 


+ His Excellency, tho Chevalier Bunsen, Envoy of the King of 
Prw sia. 


whose grateful hearts are thus seen to recognize the good ser. 
vice done them by the missionary, Mr. Peiritz, at the time of 
the Damascus tragedy. Alas, that Israel, even in his own 
land, should thus be hehelden to the protection of the alien. 
but we must bow submissively, for His decree will be fulfilled, 

One novel view was broached during the discussion at the 
annual meeting; it bears upon the objection frequently raised 
against the puny results of all this “raging of the Gentiles, 
and their vain imaginings,” as David called them ; and the im- 
piety of “ rulers taking counsel” to merge the chosen in the 
great body of the Gentile world. The speaker repeated the 

uestions, now pretty prevalent, ‘‘ What has the Society done ? 
What has it accomplished by all the funds which it has ex- 
pended?” In answer, he adduces the awakening of the atten- 
tion of all Christendom; the taking pity upon Zion, and 
bestowing upon her a bishop.—A munificent charity indeed! 
But what he declares more rational and accordant with scripture, 
is the necessity of either first converting all the Gentiles to a 
belief in the Bible revelation, or, that there shall be a small 
assembly of true believers, (the term js admissible, ) assembled 
at Zion, prepared for the mission of the Messiah. Either of 
these conditions, it was argued, must be fulfilled, before the 
great day ‘‘ when the Redeemer shall come to Zion.” Well, 
as the Society is not likely to accept the first construction, and 
leave the Jews (really believers,) alone to convert heathen 
unbelievers, let them be satisfied with the “ little church ” 
which they can now rear on the hill—let them even gather all 
their converts from all their wide-spread stations, and settling 
down quietly as a community of ‘‘ the Elect,” leave the Jews of 
the rest of the world, to be gathered in by the proper mission 
of David, their king. 

I have occupied already so much space, that I must postpone 
a few remarks on the labours of the Society out of the Holy 


Land. Your readers, indeed, will hope to see this better done — 


by your correspondent, T. T., to whose abler review I prefer 
to leave the office. JACOB. 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. 


Sabbath 11th of June, 3rd of tn portion of the week nap 
sé 18th 10th sé npn 


Tuesday 21st 13th longest day. 


ie an inference may be drawn from the numerous appeals 

which are daily made, under various afflictions, and the promptitude with 

which benevolent minds respond to those calls of distress, it may be fairly 
presumed that the genuine claim of the case in question will meet with that 
sympathy which characterises our nation. 

(If thy brother, or thy friend who is dear to thee as thine own soul, should entice 
thee, saying: Come, let us worship other Gods, whom thou hast not known, 
thou, nor thy ancestors, consent not, nor hearken unto him.}—Deut. ch. xiii. 
v. 7. and 9. 

We respectfully beg leave to solicit the attention of our brethren to the 
following circumstances :—Mrs. Nureck and her five children, natives of Poland, 
arrived here some time since; her husband, who still remains in that country, 
had, at the instigation of an apostate from Judaism, abjured his faith for the 
pittance granted by the Missionaries stationed there, but not content with having 
himself renounced his religion, he, with a view of enhancing the stipend which 
had accrued to him, urged his wife (supported by the laws of the country) to 
assume the same line of degenerate conduct, with her children. But Mrs. Nureck, 
with firm reliance on the God of her ancestors, and in accordance with His divine 
precept, rejected his proposal with the indignation becoming a descendant of 
Israel, and. considered it to be her duty, on finding that she with her family 
would have been compelled to accede to her husband’s dictates, to quit her native 
land, although in a state of pregnancy, and at a period when she exposed herself 
and children to the inclemency of the winter season in a northern climate, 
indifferently clad, and with but narrow means to meet the exigencies of a journey 
of Six Hundred miles, from Sharben, a small Town in the interior of Poland, to 
Hamburgh, where she arrived, after the elapse of four months, and was required 
to await her accouchement. Yet, with all these difficulties before her, she was 
not deterred from her firm purpose, and deemed submission to the hardships 
entailed on her, by the precariousness of her unfortunate position, preferable to 
renouncing that religion to which she clung with pertinacity, in the belief of which 
death would be more desirable than apostacy. Mrs. Nureck subsequently arrived 
in this country, where starvation must have been the inevitable doom of herself 
and innocent family, had she not met with the prompt attention of the committee 
who have the management of the Funds appropriated by the three City Congre- 
gations to the relief of persons in distress, and with the commiseration of some 
few charitable individuals. | 

Under such circumstances, is this appeal made to the benevolence of a Jewish 
public, that by their aid this poor woman may be placed in a position, that will 
afford sustenance to herself and helpless infants. 

Donations thankfully received by the undersigned. : 
SIMEON OPPENHEIM, Secretary of the Great Synagogue. 
I. L, LINDENTHAL, Secretary of the New Synagogue. 
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